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Bishop Rabb will visit Messiah on Sunday, Sept. 9,
preaching and celebrating at both services, 8AM and
10:30AM (notethisisthefirst Sunday we return to
10:30AM). We will enjoy a potluck lunch together
after the second service. Bible Study will return to its
regular 9AM time that day, and we will have avideo
for the Church School at that time. Bishop Rabb will
be meeting with the vestry during the 9AM hour. All
are invited to bring adish to share for the potluck
lunch.

Thanks to the volunteers we have so far for teaching
Church School thisyear! One class will be ages 5-12
and the other ages 12-14, and we will have a nursery
group as well. We have purchased wonderful
curriculum for the school-age groups. Called * Seasons
of the Spirit,” it is based on the Sunday worship
Scripture readings and offers several different options
for activities each week. It was used with the older
group last year and both teachers and students enjoyed
it. Wewill have TEAMS of teachers for each of these
groups, so that no one has an “every Sunday”
commitment and everyone has opportunities to
participate in Adult Bible Study if desired. Training
and support will be provided. If you would like to be
part of the team, please speak to Lee Ann+ as soon as
possible. Classeswill begin on September 16 and we
will commission teachers at the 10:30 service that day.
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The ONE Campaign is acommitment on the part of
the Church to support the Millennium Devel opment
Goalsasamission priority. Messiah became a ONE
congregation earlier this year and we have received a
very helpful information packet about the campaign.
Would you like to find out more about the campaign
to make poverty history? Please consider becoming
Messiah’s ONE Campaign coordinator, which
involves receiving relevant information by email and
then sharing that information as needed for the parish.
The coordinator will aso work with the rector on
planning appropriate education and liturgical events
to support the MDG’s, using resources provided by
the ONE Campaign. Thisisawonderful learning
opportunity! Please see Lee Ann+ if you are
interested or have questions; or visit

www.episcopal church.org/ONE /ONE
on the web.

n

Since the choir needs to warm up at 10AM, last year
we moved our education timeto 9AM (thisincludes
Church School, Adult Bible Study and, on third
Sundays, Adult Forum). Thisway, those who
attend the 8AM service are more likely to participate
and choir members can now choose to help with
Church School or participate in Bible Study. So, you
may ask, what happens between 10 and 10:30? Well,
thisisthe time that visitors come through our doors,
so we will have a better opportunity to greet them,
direct them and get them nametags. Refreshments
will be available in the Lower Hall for everyone as
well. We aso have sign up sheets and information
about coming events available on the table as you
enter the Lower Hall. Please take advantage of this
added fellowship time.
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Raised to new lifein Christ:
Burial Nelson Smith
Died July 4, 2007 Buried July 7, 2007
Burial Frank Felter
Died July 24,2007  Buried July 30, 2007
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Everyone is welcome to become part of the Church of
the Messiah Choir; you don’'t have to even know your
voice part - our Music Director, Jim Gautsch, will
help you determine what range is most comfortable
for you. The only requirement for joining the Choir
isacommitment on your part to attend rehearsals
regularly (Thursday evenings at 7:30 in the Choir
Room located upstairs behind the stage). In addition
to the Thursday rehearsal, the Choir also meets on
Sundays at 10AM before the 10:30 service. Please
consider becoming a part of thisimportant ministry
as they begin another year of making a“joyful
noise!” For more information about joining the
Choir, see Jim Gautsch or talk to any of Messiah’s
Choir members.
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Sunday, October 28 - 4-:30PM to 8PM
Messiah is afounding member and supporter of
HARBEL Community Action Center. Join usfor this
fundraising dinner cruise aboard the Lady Baltimore.
Festivities include a delicious dinner, music, dancing,
and a celebration of Northeast neighborhoods while
we cruise the scenic upper Chesapeake Bay. Board
directly in front of the Light Street Pavilion at
Baltimore®Harborplace (discount parking available).
Tickets are $50 and a table of ten can be purchased
for $500. Discount parking will be available at the
Intercontinental Hotel across Light Street. For tickets
and information see Lee Ann+.
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On Tuesday nights (note change in night), beginning
September 4, Michele Hax, aresident of Northeast
Baltimore who attends Messiah, will be offering self-
defense classes in the Lower Hall (Upper Hall on vestry
nights!). These classes were well attended through the
summer by both church and community members.

Micheleisalicensed clinical socia worker, a Black Belt
and teaches women'’ s studies at the Community College
in Dundalk. The classes are open to anyone (all ages
and fitness levels) and will cover many different ways to
keep yourself safer, including both verbal and physical
responses to threats. Y ou may attend one or al of the
classes. The fee per classis $15, or $50 for four, with
scholarships available. Classes begin at 7:30 PM and
are approximately one hour long. Call Michele at 410-
254-4602 with questions or to register. Dressin
comfortable clothes and bring or wear socks!
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“Today, nine months since | began work as a case
manager with the Office of Disaster Response, | gave
out my last Wal-Mart gift card to aclient in need.

These gift cards are SO important to our work, | thought
| would send out a pleato the generosity of Episcopal
Communicators, with arequest to publish thisin parish
newsletters. If you are able please send our Katrina
Disaster Relief program Wal-Mart giftcards. We use
them to supplement our regular disaster assistance. The
Wal-Mart cards can be used for immediate needs and
for needs that fall outside of the parameters of assistance
guidelines, but are nonethel ess necessities. The cards
most needed are for $25. They will be equally
distributed among the 10 case managers in our program
touse.” The gift cards should be sent to:

$

Anthony Johnson, Case Manager Supervisor
Office of Disaster Response

Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana

1623 Seventh Street

New Orleans, LA 70115



EVERYTHING WE ARE

We all love being generous. It makes us feel good, and we know that it makes people happy.
Everyone loves watching a family member open a gift because the look of gratitude is worth every
bit of money and effort that went into making or choosing something that is just right. This
impulse to generosity is an important part of the rituals that surround special occasions. We give
birthday gifts and wedding presents, we set out good food and drink at parties, and we send
flowers or other memorials at funerals.

But what about everyday generosity? We are called as Christians to live generously in all aspects
of our lives, acting as good stewards of God’s abundance in our lives. Paul advised the
Corinthians to sow generously because God favors the cheerful giver (Il Corinthians 9:6-9), and
John wrote that Christians should love with actions, not just words (I John 3:16-19). Through
scripture, we are exhorted to express our love for God and each other through generosity.
Messiah’s Vision Statement also speaks of generosity in our pledge to share our gifts with each
other and the world. Generosity is a good and holy impulse and one that can be incorporated into
our daily lives. By watching for and seizing opportunities to give, we can faithfully answer God’s
call to live generously.

Opportunities for Living Generously.

o Messiah’s Food Pantry: Next time you go to the grocery store, pick up a few extra items to donate
to the food pantry. Perhaps you could even make this a habit by purchasing a little bit extra each time
you go. People come to Messiah for groceries each week, your generosity can help feed them.

o Gifts for Life: How do you buy a gift for someone who has everything? Episcopal Relief and
Development’s Gifts for Life catalog (http://erd.servicenetwork.com/Store/CatalogList.asp) is full of
great ideas for giving gifts that will make a difference in the world. From a mosquito net for $15 to a
well for $750, Gifts for Life will extend your generosity around the globe.

o Pay a Compliment: Look for opportunities to compliment people. We all love to hear nice things,
and it doesn’t take much effort to be generous with compliments. Start by looking for at least one
opportunity each day.

o Neighborhood Clean-Up: Grab a bag and take a walk down your street. Pickup the litter you see
along the way. A quick cleanup is a gift to your neighbors.

Even Her Taking Was Giving
By Yitzhak Buxbaum. From: Jewish Tales of Holy Women. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2002

Hayya Schechter was a pious woman whose home in Tel Aviv was open to all, like the legendary home of
Abraham and Sarah. There was never a day when she and her husband did not have guests. Rabbis, rebbes,
and simple people alike all ate at their table, and everyone was treated like a king or queen. Some guests
lived in the house for months at a time; sometimes there were ten such guests, at other times as many as
thirty! And all of them were made to feel as if they were in their own home.

Hayya was always ready to give everything she had to another human being. She had reached perfection in
kindness, and her giving was done wholeheartedly and joyfully.

Another aspect of her perfection in kindness was reported by one of her sons, who said that his mother had
once sent him to borrow some money from a neighbor. When he returned with the money in hand, she took
the envelope with the money in it from him, placed it somewhere, and never even opened it.

Her son asked, "Mother, why did you borrow the money if you didn®want to use it?"

"l did it," she explained, "so that our neighbor won®be ashamed to borrow from us when he® in need."
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Congratulations to Sherrie and her family (4
children, including twin newborns!) on her
upcoming graduation from the BIHN program, a
Baltimore program of hospitality and support for
families without homes. Sherrie found arental
place to move into, and her graduation party ison
Tuesday night, September 4th at St. Michael’s
Lutheran Church during our volunteer week as a
buddy parish to St. Michael’sl We wish Sherrie and
her family the blessings, safety and joy of a new
residence.

Please save these dates: in October and November,
BIHN will have two fundraising opportunities. The
firstison Oct. 21st at the “Ten Thousand Villages’
fair trade shop in Towson. The second oneis at the
fall galanight at the Museum of Industry in the
Inner Harbor on November 17th. Stay tuned for
more details!

If you would like to be a part of our church’s
volunteer corps for the Interfaith Hospitality
Network, please see Lee Ann+, Melinda Fowl or
Margaret Goode. In the meantime, you are
welcome to read about BIHN in the binder
downstairs or at BIHN’s website:
www.baltimoreihn.org
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Throughout the year we have open dates for
Eucharistic Candles ($10), Lectern Candles ($10),
the Sacrament Lamp ($15 for a whole month) and
Flowers ($20). These memorials or thanksgivings
may be on aone-time basis or yearly. Please
contact Jean Becker at 410-668-2795 or e-mail:
carneymomd4aol.com
for available dates.
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The Messiah CSA Pickup Site invites you to a cookout
and potluck. Meet CSA volunteers and shareholders,
participants from other CSA pickup sites and other
Messiah members. Don’t miss this great opportunity to
connect with the community and get something yummy
to eat. Bring adish to share or consider donating
burgers, hotdogs, drinks or something else to throw on
the grill. Family and community members all welcome!

Where: Church of the Messiah - courtyard
When: Sunday, September 30th at 12:30pm

Call Bryan Gardiner at 410-254-6263 for more
information and to sign up to bring a dish.
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What makes atomato an heirloom? Find out by visiting
the best organic farm in Maryland! “One Straw Farm”
hosts atwilight farm tour for all parishioners and CSA
shareholders on Tuesday, September 11, from 7 to
8:30pm. Pleasejoinin forming carpools for travel to
the farm. We'll meet by 6:15pm in the church parking
lot and drive to the farm: 19718 Kirkwood Shop Road,
Whitehall, MD. Directions/map to the farm will be
available in the tower room. For more information,
please phone Elise Meyer-Bothling at 410-661-2477.
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