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This year our Thanksgiving Service will again be held
at St. Matthias Church, 6400 Belair Road. The St.
Matthias congregation joins us for Ascension and we
look forward to worshipping together again. Our choir
will join with theirsto sing and Lee Ann+ will be the
preacher.
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Harvest Fare grocery store has joined with Messiah and
another local church to collect money for those in need.
For the next six weeks you may stop by the store and
donate any amount you wish. Many people have said
they would give the change from their grocery order
each week. Thiswould usually be less than a $1 each
and will add-up quickly. For example, if one out of ten
people shopping at Harvest Fare give a quarter aweek,
it would result in $900 for Messiah to distributein the
form of gift cards to be used at Harvest Fare. We will
use the gift cards to help people at Christmas, for BIHN
families, and to purchase food for cooking for some
community meals. At the end of your order tell the
cashier you wish to donate to the Hamilton Lauraville
Community Outreach and the amount. 'Y ou may wish
to donate without making a purchase, Any cashier will
be able to help you do so. Harvest Fareislocated on
Hamilton Avenue, just west of Harford Road.
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Asyou call and come into the office, please welcome
Jennifer Laurent, our new Parish Administrator. She
began work on October 15, as Caroline Bomgardner
moved into full time work at the Cathedral. Jennifer is
aprofessional musician and also works as the paid
soprano section leader in the choir at Trinity Episcopal
Churchin Towson. Sheisaconfirmed Episcopalian,
and we are blessed to have her with us. Jennifer's
hours are 9:15 - 2, Monday through Thursday. Her
email addressisthe same asit wasfor Caroline:
messi ah.episcopal @verizon.net
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There are three three-year and one one-year (to fill an
incomplete term) vestry positions open:
Nominated for athree-year term:
Melinda Fowl
Rob Bader

Nominated for aone-year term:
Debbi Maltrotti

Please pray about our open slot, which is for one
three year term, and consider whether you might be
called to serve Messiah in thisway, or if you feel
called to ask someone else to serve. The Nominating
Committee has made its best effort and now asks the
congregation for your help. Please speakto .
Warden Gooding if you would like more information
or if you would be interested in serving.

The Bylaws state:

Any group of two Voting Members may
nominate a candidate or candidates for the office of
Vestryperson by submitting such nomination or
nominations, over their signatures, to the Registrar
[Ruth Anthony] at least two weeks prior to the
Annua Meeting [that would be November 4]. The
Vestry shall immediately make known to the
congregation by publication in the Church bulletin, or
by such other means as the vestry may select, the
name of any such additional nominees.

No person shall be nominated for Vestry
unless s/he has agreed to serveif elected. No
nominations shall be made from the floor at the
Annua Meeting.
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Shareholders, parishioners and community members
are all invited to celebrate the completion of our third
season as a Community-Supported Agriculture
(CSA) pickup site for One Straw Farm during our
last pickup on Monday, November 12th from 5:00 to
7:00pm in the Lower Hall. Come enjoy good food
and neighbors while picking up your veggies, or if
not a One Straw shareholder, come see what the
pickup siteislike. Meet Joan Norman of One Straw
Farm and enjoy some wonderful Northeast Baltimore
cooking! For more information or to sign up with a
dish for the potluck, see, Sarah Miranda.
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Come have lunch after the
10:30 service and stay to make
Advent Wreaths for our homes.
The Advent wreath is made of
evergreens to signify eternal
life. Thecircle of the wreath,
which has no beginning and no
end, symbolizes the eternity of God. The four
candles represent the four weeks of Advent. The
progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the
expectation and hope surrounding the coming of
Christ. To cover the cost of materials each wresth
will be $5. Please sign up on the sheet in the Tower
Room so that we can order supplies.
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Our week of hospitality begins on Sunday, Nov 4th at
St. Michael’ s Lutheran Church in Perry Hall. Thank
you to all Messiah volunteers who signed up to make
and serve meals, or to offer overnight hosting. Thanks
to al the newcomers who “shadowed” our more
seasoned volunteersthistime. And thanksto al the
others who support our work with BIHN by supporting
BIHN’ s fundraising events (the annual downtown gala
event ison Sat. Nov. 17th), by supporting the Day
Center’ swork with handmade blankets and Harvest
Fare grocery gift cards, and last but not least, by
supporting our volunteer hosts and our guest familiesin
prayer and encouragement.

In closing, we ask you to add this prayer to your weekly
round of prayers:

Loving God,

Hear our prayer today for al women and men, boys and
girlswho are homeless in Baltimore. We pray
especially for those Y ou have entrusted as guests to our
care with the Baltimore Interfaith Hospitality Network.
For Sherrie and her 4 children

For Danielle, Brandon and their 5 children.

For Rhonda and Teneisha.

Open our hearts so that we may graciously welcome
them.

Open our ears so that we may respectfully listen.

Open our hands so that we may generously share our
gifts with them.

Together by the power of the Holy Spirit grant us grace
to offer food and drink, strength, companionship and
honor to these and other guests at BIHN.

Alleluia. Amen.
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