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Welcome to the first installment of Everything We Are, the resource page dedicated to stewardship
at Messiah, in our community and around the world. The members of Messiah’'s Stewardship
Committee, Mary Grace Dudley, Vince Vanneman, Michael Steppe, Shirley Bridges and Ira
Gooding, want this space to be a useful tool for broadening and deepening our understanding of
Christian Stewardship.

Below, you will find the parish stewardship statement that we adopted at the annual meeting in
November. You can see that stewardship is much more than giving money to the church, and we
hope to fill this page each month with information about how we can all become more faithful
stewards of everything we are and everything we have.

Please consider contributing to this effort by joining the committee or by sending questions,
comments, resources and opportunities to the stewardship committee. Just talk to a member or
send an e-mail to igooding@jhsph.edu.

APRIL OPPORTUNITIES - STEWARDSHIP OF OUR...

* Local farms: Sign up for Community Supported Agriculture to enjoy 6 months of organic
produce while supporting local, sustainable agriculture.
www.messiahbaltimore.org/CSA_Pick_Up.htm

* Internet use: Use GoodSearch.com when you surf the Web. Each search generates

one cent for your designated charity. You can choose Episcopal Church of the Messiah, Movable
Feast, or some other charity that is near to your heart.

* Building: Pitch in on the Building & Grounds Work Night at 6PM on the second Monday of each
month. We have many projects for a variety of skill levels. Talk to Randy Steppe for more info.

* Quiet time: Use Forward Day By Day booklets or www.forwardmovement.org to help guide your
daily prayer and scripture study.

* Feet: Plan to walk in the 12th Annual Maryland SPCA March for the Animals on Sunday, April
22nd. If you can'’t be there, please help by sponsoring a walker.

STEWARDSHIP STATEMENT

We believe that everything we are and everything we have are gifts from God, our creator. We
believe that Christ calls us through both word and example to respond to God’s abundance by
sharing our gifts. We are committed to doing so in a spirit of joyful gratitude and compassionate
generosity.

We believe that our stewardship decisions - including the way we spend our money, use our time,
employ our skills, consume natural resources, and dispose of waste - reflect our relationships with
both God and our world. We are committed to making these decisions prayerfully and intentionally.

We believe that the tithe, established by scripture and tradition as the standard of proportional
giving, should be the goal of every Christian. We are committed, with prayer and planning, to
increasing our giving over time to ten percent of our income.

We believe that God has blessed us with free will, and the wisdom and creativity to make faithful
stewardship decisions. We are committed to supporting each other in our pursuit of these goals.
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